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answered 11,000 enquiries and arranged 79 exhibitions;
they even give advice on how to take notes and make a
precis.1 From time to lime there is a * Children's Books
Week' when in Moscow and .Leningrad children's books
are displayed and children's writers appear in the flesh and
read their own stories aloud.2 The People's Commissariat
of Education in the R.S.F.S.R. goes to great trouble to
produce children's books at low prices. The 1945 plan
envisages a kindergarten library which includes a delightful
book explaining to seven-year-olds the working principles
of a tank, an aeroplane, and a cruiser. Primary school
books include Andersen's Fairy Tales., Gulliver's Travels
and Robinson Crusoe. Secondary school books include
Shakespeare, Schiller, Moliere, Stevenson, Jack London,
and Chesterton; and a composite volume called Science
and Life, written by leading Soviet scientists.3 In order
to fill gaps in the literature, prizes of 10,000 roubles are
offered for children's books written on themes issued by
the Ministry for Education; 4 and in August 1945 it was
announced that a great new Children's Encyclopaedia
would be produced, under "the Chief Editorship of Y. P.
Potemkin, w}io was until his ~ death in February 1946
People's Commissar for Education of the R.S.F.S.R,5
Museums, too, are an essential part of extra-curricular
activities. During winter in a building near the Red
Square, and during summer in the Gorki Park of Rest and
Culture, there are exhibits to illustrate Darwinism and the
theory of evolution; a scientist is on tap all the time to
answer enquiries, and an eminent biologist appears
periodically to demonstrate, with the aid of pithed frogs,
the non-existence of the soul. The Darwin museum,
founded in 1905 by Kohts, and still under his direction,
was actively engaged through the war in giving children
illustrated talks on evolution, even in air-raid shelters.
During the war it was customary for healthy children to
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